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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to application filed 03/07/2002. 

2. Claims 1 -1 6 are pending. Claims 1 , 1 4, 1 5 and 1 6 are independent claims. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claim 2, objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c), as being of improper dependent form 
for failing to further limit the subject matter of a previous claim. Applicant is required to 
cancel the claim(s), or amend the claim(s) to place the claim(s) in proper dependent 
form, or rewrite the claim(s) in independent form, see Claim 2, page 16, 

" 2. The method of claim 2", Examiner reads as: " 2. The method of claim 1 " instead 
of claim 2. Examiner assumes this is a typo. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

5. Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable by 
Schroeder et al. US Pub No. 2002/0099735 A1 issued 07/25/2002 filed 01/19/2001 
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(hereinafter 735), in view of Solomon et al. US Pub No. 2004/0015435 A1 issued 
01/22/2004 filed 12/20/2001 (hereinafter '435). 

In regard to independent claim 1, "transmitting a plurality of files", as taught 
by 735 at page 2, paragraph [0022] (i.e.... data files that a trading partner sends and 
receives...), "each having a plurality of fields for data entry", as taught by 735 at page 
6, paragraph [0073] (i.e.... forms-capable web browser or other user interface can be 
... desired transaction by filling out the fields of a browser form 529...), "in a first file 
format from one of the trading partners to one of said computer systems,..., mapping at 
least a portion of said files received in said first file form, at into a second file format to 
be received by another of the trading partners wherein said first file format is unique 
from said second file format', as taught by 735 at page 1 , paragraphs [0006]-[0007] 
(i.e.... business-to-business commerce with all of its trading partners ... and systems 
in electronic commerce.... first file format ... into at least one second data file having 
an XML file format and transforming each of the at least one second data files into a 
normalized third data file having an XML file format, wherein the third data file is 
normalized according to a data format associated with the second trading partner...); 

735 does not explicitly teach, "defining a portion of said fields of each said file 
as key fields having data corresponding to stored verification data accessible by said 
computer system, identifying files as errored claims as a result of having incomplete or 
inaccurate data in any of said fields; and automatically editing only said key fields of 
said errored claims by exchanging said incomplete or inaccurate data for said stored 
verification data ", however, as taught by '435 at page 4, paragraph [0043] through 
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[0051] (i.e validated to ensure that codes and values in the data fields passed in 

the business transactions are valid... When the exception is detected, the module 38 
can report the exception condition as an error message... The client 12 is also given 
the ability to access business transactions and exceptions conditions using criteria 
such as trading partner... Business transaction details can also be viewed including 
key fields or raw transaction data. In addition, the client 14 can either automatically 
edit ... transactions over the network 18... management system 20 queries the rules 
database 56 and retrieves the corresponding business rule to determine the next 
expected transaction...). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified '435 into 735 to provide a way to define a portion 
of key fields, wherein the key fields have data that is matching with storage data; which 
could be accessible by said computer system, as well as error detection and automatic 
editing the errored key fields as a result of having incomplete or inaccurate data in any 
of the fields; and automatically editing only errored key fields that is incomplete or 
inaccurate during the exchange between trading partners. One of ordinary skill in the art 
would have been motivated to perform such a modification to enhance business 
transaction management with business based rules, also to facilitate business events 
among different business based rules, such as customer enrollment/switching, metered 
usage/billing/payment, load aggregation and settlements, customer account data 
maintenance, and other business events, as taught in '435 at page 1 paragraph [001] 
through [0003] (i.e business rules based transaction management system...). 
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In regard to dependent claim 2, "wherein the trading partners receiving data in 
said second file format are free of performing application or system specific 
translations", as taught by 735 at page 1, paragraphs [0007]-{0008](i.e.... second data 
files into a normalized third data file having an XML file format, wherein the third data 
file is normalized according to a data format associated with the second trading 
partner... the data file can be translated to any number of different formats without 
referring back to the source data file. Thus, various embodiments of the present 
invention accept a data file from one company ("Sending Company"), regardless of the 
format used by the Sending Company...). 

In regard to dependent claim 3, "wherein said key fields are defined for 
receiving a member number, a provider number, a procedure designation, and a date of 
service", as taught by '735 at page 5, paragraph [0065] thought page 6, paragraph 
[0067] (i.e.... inbound data files ... conduct a real-time load of data from the sending 
company's business system using software such as webMethods B2B Server. Once a 
data file is received by system portal 510, the data file undergoes an inbound files 
process 520... moved to an inbound files directory 518.... header information, sender 
identification, enveloping information, or other suitable information ... the enveloping 
structure of the data file, and any other suitable information), also as taught by 735 at 
page 2, paragraph [0027] (i.e. ... ID is generated by a SQL server (e.g., "15365"), for 
example, or any other suitable relational database, as a database index entry Examiner 
reads database index entry, which could be interpreted as the claimed "key fields", 
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moreover Examiner reads, envelop data file, which could be interpreted as the claimed 
"member number, a provider number, a procedure designation, and a date of service." 

In regard to independent claim 4, "The method of claim 3 wherein said key 
fields are precluded from being otherwise defined", as taught by '735 at page 2, 
paragraph [0027] (i.e. ... ID is generated by a SQL server (e.g., "15365"), for example, 
or any other suitable relational database, as a database index entry... record identifier is 
inserted into the copy of the corresponding document being processed (208). As 
described further below, another system data agent uses this record identifier later in 
the process. Upon the completion of this step, the original data file is stored (210) in a 
system inbound data repository 25. The original file name is combined with a time/date 
stamp to create a unique file name. The copy of the data file is then copied (212) to the 
INEDI.backslash.folder, where it is picked up by the next process (214) for additional 
processing...). Examiner reads database index entry, which could be interpreted as the 
claimed "key fields", moreover Examiner reads, inserted into the copy of the 
corresponding document being processed, which could be interpreted as the claimed 
"precluded from being otherwise defined." 

In regard to dependent claim 5, "wherein said errored claims having said 
incomplete or inaccurate data in other than said key fields is left unedited", as taught by 
735 at page 5, paragraph [0066] (i.e.... error detected ...system portal 510 takes the 
following steps similar to those described in process 204 of FIG. 2: the data agent 
moves the data file to a temporary holding area; the notification handler sends a 
message indicating that an error occurred during this process ...). 
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In regard to dependent claim 6, "providing a list of errors in each file identified 
as being an errored claim", as taught by '735 at page 5, paragraph [0066] (i.e.... error is 
written to an error log file ...). 

In regard to dependent claim 7, "The method of claim 6 further comprising the 
step of manually editing said errored claim based upon said list of errors provided for 
identifying errors in each said file", as taught by 735 at page 5, paragraph [0066] (i.e.... 
the system data agent scans the file and compares the file to a predetermined file 
format, as similarly described in process 202 of FIG. 2, in order to perform error 
checking and compliance checking...). 

In regard to dependent claim 8, "The method of claim 6 further comprising the 
step of manually editing said errored claim based upon said list of errors provided for 
identifying errors in each said file", as taught by '735 at page 5, paragraph [0066] (i.e.... 
the system data agent scans the file and compares the file to a predetermined file 
format, as similarly described in process 202 of FIG. 2, in order to perform error 
checking and compliance checking...). 

In regard to dependent claim 9, "wherein said first file format is a standard file 
format and said second file format is a non-standard file format", as taught by '735 at 
page 2, paragraph [0023] (i.e.... data transfer includes a "Post" from an HTML Form, 
where an HTML form is used within a Web browser for data entry. The data that is 
entered into the form is transferred to the system portal via secure HTTP as XML 
data...). 
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In regard to dependent claim 10, "wherein said first file format is a non- 
proprietary file format and said second file format is a proprietary file format", as taught 
by 735 at page 2, paragraph [0023] (i.e.... Another data transfer method is a "Direct 
File Transfer" 15. In this case, using a Web browser, such as Microsoft's Internet 
Explorer, a data file is selected from the trading partner's file system and transferred to 
the system portal via secure HTTP. A further method of transferring data to the system 
portal is a "Automated File Transfer." Through the use of communications software 
(e.g., Cyclone Software), data can be transferred on an unattended scheduled basis 
from the trading partner's computer system to the system portal as an encrypted data 
file via FTP, SMTP, and HTTP or secure HTTP...). 

In regard to dependent claim 1 1 , "wherein said first file format is a proprietary 
file format and said second file format is a non-proprietary file format", as taught by '735 
at page 2, paragraph [0023] (i.e.... data transfer includes a "Post" from an HTML Form, 
where an HTML form is used within a Web browser for data entry. The data that is 
entered into the form is transferred to the system portal via secure HTTP as XML 
data...). 

In regard to dependent claim 12, "accessing the Internet to transmit and receive 
data", as taught by '735 at page 2, paragraphs [0022] - [0023] (i.e.... sends and 
receives... "Direct File Transfer" 15. In this case, using a Web browser, such as 
Microsoft's Internet Explorer, a data file is selected from the trading partner's file system 
and transferred to the system portal via secure HTTP...). 
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In regard to dependent claim 13, "reformatting said data off-line", as taught by 
'735 at page 4, paragraph [0044] (i.e.... place the document in the recipient company's 
system mailbox for download by the Receiving Company... translates the source data 
file into an XML format... the raw XML data can be displayed by downloading the XML 
file and displaying the data in a Web browser or a third party application). 

In regard to independent claim 14, is directed to a system for performing the 
method of claim 1 , and is similarly rejected along the same rationale. 

In regard to independent claim 15, incorporate substantially similar subject 
matter as cited in claims 1-3 above, and is similarly rejected along the same rationale. 

In regard to independent claim 16, is directed to a computer readable storage 
medium for performing the method of claim 1 , and is similarly rejected along the same 
rationale. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

O'Neil et al USPAT- 5,987,440 issued 11/16/1999 filed 07/22/1997 
Meltzer et al USPAT- 6,125,391 issued 09/26/2000 filed 10/16/2000 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Quoc A. Tran whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
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8781 , "After mid-Oct, 2004, the examiner can be reach at (571) 272- 4103". The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:30AM to 5:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph H. Feild can be reached on (703) 305-9792. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Patent Examiner 



Quoc A. Tran 



Technology Center 2176 
September 21, 2004 




